THE SOCIAL BODY
Size and Constitution.

The 165 million inhabitants of the U.S.S.R. are
sharply divided into a rural and an urban popula-
tion. Of the 40 millions living in the towns, the vast
majority are paid by the Government. They form
the basis of its power and are engaged in administra-
tion, banking, trade, industry, postal, railway, and
tramway services, teaching and health protection,
newspapers, science, and arts; of these 5-5 million
are office employees and 9 million factory workers.
Another 3 million not fully occupied persons in the
towns are in receipt of incomes from the State. Of
these about 0-5 million are university students, and
about 1-5 millions study part-time at technical
schools. About 1 million who might be counted
as disabled by illness, infirmity, or old age, are in
receipt of subsidies. 1*5 millions of the townspeople
form a separate economic organism; they are handi-
craft men, members of collective enterprises for
tailoring, shoemaking, hairdressing, called artels, in
which the workers are partners running the business
on joint account. These 19 million earners provide
for another 21 million dependants.

About 125 millions live in villages. A consider-
able section, about 10 millions, are State-paid workers
and their dependants. More than half are on the
State farms, the rest being mostly engaged in forestry
and fishing. The rural population lives in 25 million
farmsteads. By the end of 1934 70 per cent, of
these farmsteads were collectivized, forming 230,000
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